Smhk%mm‘locl Here are .
S0me of these are misuoe o, Mh;’oﬂm a fow torma you'll need to use in discussing musical performances,

Compostion, prece, and work The
museC (" The first composition on

a Contermnporary work®)

¢ May all be used, more or less interchangeably, for 8 single, complete piece of
the program was very short”, *The second piece was the one | enjoyed most®, “This is

Vocal, vocaiist Vocal means of the voice: It is redundant and therefore incorrect to speak of a "vocal song.* Vocalist
IS Simply @ synonym for singer

Choral, chorus Choral means of @ chor (thus a choral work is a work for choir), and a chorus is a relatively large
choir, or group of singers.

Ensembie. This can refer to any group of parformers, but it is most commonly used for smaller groups (A large group
would be referred (o as, say, an orchestra, chorus, or band )

Chamber music. This refers to any music written for a chamber ensemble—a string quartet, a piano trio, a chamber
orchestra, and so on (Mus« for a soloist, or for a soloist with accompanist, may or may not be chamber MusSIc.)

Symphony. This is a composition for orchestra, usually in four movements. The term should not be used as a short
form of “symphony orchestra® (the term to use in that case is orchestra.)

Program. A word with several meanings: (1) An entire concert or recital (*| enjoyed tonight's program®). (2) The printed
booklet given to audience members at a concert, opera, recital, atc. ("l found that reading the program notes helped
me understand the music®). (3) A literary text, a place, an avent, or the like, on which a musical composition is based
("Berlioz's Symphonie fantastique has an autobiographical program®).

Performance. This term typically refers to the actual act of making music (*a virtuoso performance”), though It is
sometimes used to mean a musical presanlation ("The performance consisted of six works").

Concert, recital. A recital is a program by a soloist or by two performers (soloist and accompanist, or a duo). A concert
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Production. This is a performance of a work that involves slagkqg—mstumes. scenery, etc.—as well as music. The
term may also refer 10 the costumes, scenery, and so on, as distinct from the music (*The opera was well sung, but the
production seemed overelaborate”)

Show. This term is properly used only for popular music and musical comedy.




